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. « « A vory warm greoting to all the saints and my frionds who are in
tunc with The Mission Trzil of Guthric, Oklahoma, I am rcal plecascd to come
into your homc or your automobilc as you drive along the highways to have
anothor short visit with you.

In fact, some have mentioned how this broadeast was just likc having a
visit with mc and my family. Onc disadvantage, of coursc, is the fact that
I am unablc to hcar you whon you would lik:> to spcak back to me, but thoro
is onc way you could loct me know if you arc with mc on thesc wockly visits
cach Friday night, and that is to pick up 2 pen and writec mec a few lincs and
oxpross your scntimonts about the broadeast. Let me assurc you that those
lotters which we reeecive ~re given personal and prompt attention. By all
moans continuc to pray that God will sond forth laborers into his harvest,
and that He will bless thosc who arc doing their best for Him!

The time has ecome when we should not wait to sco what others ars going
to do, but we should do oursclves that which the Spirit of God lsads us to do.
Too often we think we will geot around to doing cortain things wo would like
to do "at a morc convoniont scason." No promisc is given that such a time
will over come.

Now, this brings mc to our text for today found in II Corinthians 10:12.
"For we darc not make oursclves of the number, or comparc oursclves with some
that commond themsclves: but thoy measuring themselves by themsclves, and
comparing thomsclves among thomsclves, are not wise."

Altogcther too often docs onc compare himself with others which he sots
up a5 a standard and because of this comparison, he goos away with a feoling
of sclf-satisfzction, when in reality, the basis of his comparison is not
Justificd.

Most pcople like to be considercd wisc, but herc is onc thing which
has to be constantly guarded against, and the seripturcs teach us that those
who allow thcmsclvoes to do this are not wise,.

Unto certain which "trusted in themsclves that they were righteous, and
despised others," Christ swokec the rrorable of the Pharisce 2nd the Fublican.
Luke 18:9. The Phariscc wont up to the temple to pray, not bocausc he felt
himsclf to be a2 sinncr and in nced of pardon, but to secure the csteom and
rospcet of those around him. His worship was prompted by solf-interest. Ho
was full of sclf-praisc. This shown forth in the mamner in which he approach-
od God and also in his words.

"God, I thank thee that I am not as othcr men ars.." Thus he began his
prayer by the comparison of himsclf with othors. He noted their failures and
faults, and in doing so, this scemed to moke his good dceds all the more
righteous. The failures and sins of one docs not justify disobedicnce in
another, God does not cxeusc us beccause others have friled to give heed to
his call. It is not ncecessary to degradc others in order to clevate our-
selves, For in so doing we are not wisc. "Man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." I Samuel 16:7.




God saw the motive and vurpose of this prayer, and I am sure that ncither
His favor nor approval accompznicd this Pharisce as he wont down to his house
that day. '

On the other hand, this Publican may have accompanied others to the temple
to pray, but hc soon withdrew from their company, no doubt, with a great
sense of guilt upon his heart and a feeling that he was wholly unworthy to
even stand in the prosencc of others while he sought to make his approach to
God and ask for His favor and pardon., He did not compare himsclf with othors,
In fact, the woight of his sins and condecmnation pressed so hcavily upon him
that it mattered 1littlc to him how others prayed or acted. The foremost
thought in his mind was to obtain forgiveness for his own dceds.

This peace of mind and hoart was forthcoming shortly for "this man went
down to his house justified rather than the other." Luke 18:14., And speaking
of wisdom, look at Proverbs chavter 8 and verse 13 through 17.

"The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: prids, and arrogance, and the
evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate., Counscl is mine, and sound wis
dom: I am understanding: I have strength. By me kings reign, and princes
decrce justice. By me princes rule, and nobles, cvan 2ll the Jjudges of the
earth. I love them that love me: and those that scck me carly shall find
me." 5

Then, too, lot us take a good look at Goliath and David as recorded in
I Kings 17. In verse 42 when Goliath had seen David "he disdained him: for
he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance.”

Here he drew his commarison between himself as a mighty warrior, and this
tender footed and unskilled fighter, David. "Am I a2 dog, that thou comest to
me with staves?" Then he proceeded to boast of the things he would do with
this lad's body, and how he would feed it to the fowls.

No doubt, this boastful threats wore sufficient to eause a hard and well
seasoned soldicr to tremble in his shoes, but this lad drew near with 2 stead-
fast trust anchored only in God's ability to save him and his people. In
versc 45 he said, "Thou comest to mo with a sword, and with a spear, and with
a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of
the armies of Israel, whom thou hast deficed.”

So again, we sce that this comparison which Goliath made and this
boastful self-sufficiency led to his own downfall,

Now, another word of caution scems to be in order. After Poter had cone
firmed his love for the Savior, hc was given the command by the Savior to
"Follow me." Immediately Pcter begon to form a question by way of comparison
betwecen himself and the disciplc John. "Lord, and what shall this man do?"
See John 21:21.

It was not his obligation to tell John what to do neither is it ours
to forec others to do the thing which God has Himself designed for us to dol

Now let us toke one more look at the word of God. This time at I Peter
chanter 4 and verses 17 and 18, "For the time is come that judgment must
begin at the housc of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end
be of them that obey not the gospel of God?
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And if tho rightoous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the
sinnsr anncar?!

Now, 1ot us pause for a moment of praoyer,

Our Father,

Wo come to thec with humblconoss of heart, secking thy favor, and
in doing so, woc pray that your blessings may beo upon all those out in
radio land within the sound of this broadeast. And for those who are
troubled in hourt beeausc of their own failurss, we pray that as thoy
scek the truth you would rovi:al the light to them for Christ's sake.

Amen

Now, a song for you entitlod "Whon I Looked Up and He Lookod Down® sang
by Lynn Carvor, drngtt-Carvor, lanyel Mitcholl and Troy Gentry.. .

The song, ".hon I Lookad Up and Hc Looked Down."
Thank you for the beautiful song.

Friends, I '=:nt to toll you that you arc in tunc with The Mission Trail of
Guthric, Oklahoma, If you hav. enjoyed the broadeast, I would liko to hear from
you whorsver you may be, and if you would like a copy of today's message in
typowritton form, you may have one freo of charge by requosting message number

4165.

It is not nccesszry to send moncy to receive this copy. We roeproduce a
number of them on our own stencil machinc to e mailed each woek. It is done
right herc in our own home, "nd we are glod to moeil them to you as the Lord
provides. Address The liission Trzil, Guthrie, Oklahoma, and continue to pray
that God will bless His word and causc the sced to be sown in good and honest
hearts.

Until next Friday night, this is The lMission Trail broadeast of Guthrie,
Oklahoma and your spcaker illic Murphey and Frances and Patsy and wWillie Eugocne
and Wayne S5idney saying "May God bless you cach and everyonc and a pleasant
good night!"




